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3 This study uses the terms children and young people to refer to participants in this research activity. Children are defined as anyone under the age of 18
years. While there is no universally agreed age group to describe young people, the study follows the United Nations' practice of referring to young people

as those aged 15-24 years.
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43 See International Center for Missing and Exploited Children (2023). Child Sexual Abuse Material: Model Legislation & Global Review, 67.
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44 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (1860). Penal Code, Art 377.
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45 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, as amended in 2023, section 45(A).

46 UNICEF Pakistan (May 2026). Personal communication.

47 UN Women (2025). How Pakistan's Anti-Rape Crisis Cells are transforming support for survivors.

48 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2021). Anti-Rape (Investigation and Trial) Act. Schedule .

49 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2018). Islamabad Capital Territory Child Protection Act. Sections 2(1), 3, 5(a), 14.

50 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Balochistan Child Protection Act.

52 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2010). Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child Protection and Welfare Act.

( )-
( )-
51 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2011). Sindh Child Protection Authority Act.
( ).
( )-

53 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2017). Gilgit-Baltistan Child Protection Response Act.

54 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2004). Punjab Destitute and Neglected Children Act.

55 District Child Protection Units nationwide at time of publication: Balochistan (11) Quetta, Pishin, Lasbela, Killa Saifullah, Chaman, Chagi, Naseerabad,
Jaffarabad, Jhak Magsi, Sohbat pur, Hub; Sindh (3) Karachi East, Hyederabad, Sukkur; KP (21) Abbottabad, Bannu, Batagram, Buner, Charsada, Chitral, Dir
Lower, Kohat, Mardan, Peshawar, Swabi, Swat, Kurram, Khyber, Bajour, North Waziristan, Orakzai, Mohmand, South Waziristan, Kohat, Lakki; Punjab (7)
Hafizabad, Sargodha, Attock, Toba Take Singh, DG Khan, Muzaffargarh, Rajanpur; ICT (1) Islamabad; GB (1) Gilgit; AIK (2) Muzzafarabad, Rawalakot.

56 UNICEF Pakistan (March 2024). Personal communication.

57 LEAD Pakistan (2026). CM KP approves establishment of new child protection units in five districts. UNICEF Pakistan (May 2026). Personal communication.

58 UNICEF Pakistan (March 2024). Personal communication.
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https://sja.gos.pk/assets/Updated_Laws/Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act%2C Rules %28Amendments upto date%29.pdf
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/stories/feature-story/2025/11/how-pakistans-anti-rape-crisis-cells-are-transforming-support-for-survivors
https://sja.gos.pk/assets/Acts_Ordinances_Rules/Anti-Rape %28lnvestigation and Trial%29 Act. 2021 %26 Rules%2C 2022 %28Amendments upto date%29.pdf
https://clr.org.pk/Labour-Laws/Federal/Islamabad Capital Territory Child Protection Act 2018.pdf
https://natlex.ilo.org/dyn/natlex2/r/natlex/fe/details?p3_isn=104968&cs=1paCMxmfyR8q7iwzMVoo3df6U_hkWm73oS4FO8ywBMzuj36kLeZQTcZ5QYPSV3eAlXCVBLtcPAJ-XxQ_FzkKVmQ
https://gdpakistan.org/laws-and-policies/the-sindh-child-protection-authority-act-2011-2/
C:\Users\tiago\Downloads\INT_CRC-OP-SC_AIS_PAK_34172_E.pdf
https://gba.gov.pk/gba/gba/tables/alldocuments/actdocx/2023-06-23 07:08:10the-gilgit-baltistan-child-protection-and-welfare-act-2013.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/media/43096/download
https://leadpakistan.com.pk/news/cm-kp-approves-establishment-of-new-child-protection-units-in-five-districts/
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60 Ibid., section 154.

61 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. II of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, section 7.

62 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. II of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, section 7.

63 Islamic Republic of Pakistan. (1898). Code of Criminal Procedure. Section 190.

64 National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency Complaint Registration Form, accessed on 4 March 2026.
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65 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2018). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Investigation Rules, section 3(1).

66 Ibid., sections 2(i), 6(1), 6(2); page 63 (Schedule III).

67 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. II of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, section 6.

68 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2018)._Prevention of Electronic Crimes Investigation Rules, section 4(13).

69 National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2024). Situation Analysis of Child Online Protection in Pakistan.
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78 Islamic Republic of Pakistan. (2016). The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, as amended in 2023. Section 30C(1).

79 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2022). Criminal Appeal No.151/2020: Muhammad Shahzad Khalig versus The State, paragraph 30.
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Ibid., sections 35(3), 35(4).
Ibid., section 41.
Ibid., section 45.

Islamic Republic of Pakistan (1898). Code of Criminal Procedure, sections 545(a), 545(b).

PAHCHAAN (2023). Personal communication.
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90 Government of Pakistan (2024). Government pledge: Pakistan.

91 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Ministry of Human Rights (2022). National Policy Framework on Human Rights 2022-2027, 14-15.

92 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2024). Situation Analysis of Child Online Protection in Pakistan, 68.
93 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2023). Action Plan 2023-2026, 2.

94 1Ibid., 9.

95 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2024). Situation Analysis of Child Online Protection in Pakistan, 81.

96 Ibid., 96.

97 The News International (2021). Task force constituted to curb cybercrimes against children.

98 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2024). Situation Analysis of Child Online Protection in Pakistan, 69.
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https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Pakistan-pledge.pdf
https://mohr.gov.pk/SiteImage/Misc/files/NPFW on HR 22-27.pdf
https://ncrc.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/situation-analysis-of-Child-Online-Protection.pdf
https://ncrc.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Action-Plan.pdf
https://ncrc.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/situation-analysis-of-Child-Online-Protection.pdf
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/769275-task-force-constituted-to-curb-cybercrimes-against-children
https://ncrc.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/situation-analysis-of-Child-Online-Protection.pdf
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99 Committee on the Rights of the Child (2025). Replies of Pakistan to the list of issues in relation to its report submitted under article 12 (1) of the Optional

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. CRC/C/OPSC/PAK/RQ/1, paragraph 35.

100 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, National Commission on the Rights of the Child (2024). Situation Analysis of Child Online Protection in Pakistan, 66.
101 See, for instance, UNICEF Pakistan (2024). Making the Internet Safer for Every Child.

102 See, for instance, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (2026). PTA Conducts Training of Trainers Program on Safe and
Responsible Social Media Use; Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (2024). PTA Launches Training Program to Enhance Child

Online Protection and Digital Safety.

103 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (accessed on 16 February 2026). Awareness Content: Guidebooks.
104 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (accessed on 16 February 2026). Awareness Content: Children.
105 Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (accessed on 16 February 2026). Awareness Content: Parents.
106 World Health Organization (2025). WHO and Pakistan initiate consultations to protect 112 million children from violence.

107 See World Health Organization (2016). INSPIRE: seven strategies for ending violence against children.
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4081662/files/CRC_C_OPSC_PAK_RQ_1-EN.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4081662/files/CRC_C_OPSC_PAK_RQ_1-EN.pdf
https://ncrc.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/situation-analysis-of-Child-Online-Protection.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/pakistan/stories/making-internet-safer-every-child
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/pta-conducts-training-of-trainers-program-on-safe-and-responsible-social-media-use-827433633-2026-02-13
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/pta-conducts-training-of-trainers-program-on-safe-and-responsible-social-media-use-827433633-2026-02-13
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/pta-launches-training-program-to-enhance-child--online-protection-and-digital-safety-247690479-2024-09-23
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/pta-launches-training-program-to-enhance-child--online-protection-and-digital-safety-247690479-2024-09-23
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/guidebooks-346484787-2025-02-18
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/children-802155339-2025-02-18
https://www.pta.gov.pk/category/parents-944925222-2025-02-18
https://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/who-and-pakistan-initiate-consultations-to-protect-112-million-children-from-violence.html
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241565356
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108 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, as amended in 2023, section 38(5).
109 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. IT of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, section 3 (New Chapter 1B, section 25).

110 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, as amended in 2023, section 38(1).
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112 Ibid., section 37(1).

113 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. IT of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, section 3 (New Chapter 1B, section 2R(f)).

114 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, as amended in 2023, section 22(2).
115 Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2016). Ibid., section 30D; Islamic Republic of Pakistan (2025). Act No. IT of 2025 further to amend the Prevention of Electronic

Crimes Act, 2016, section 8.
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